Royal Air Forces Association

Melksham  Branch (No: 0238)

Charity Number 1071143


Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 28th July 2010 at the Melksham House, Melksham. The Chairman Trevor Paterson opened the meeting at 20.00 hours and President Peter Atkins led the dedication and silent tribute.

Apologies:

Apologies from J Gillespie, M Davey, A Holland, A Bayly, A Yates, T Yates, M Boyd, K Reffell, H Bridgeman, J Gay, L Rendell, R Rendell, S Paterson, D D’Cruz, D McArdle and P Dauncey. 
Members attending:

T Horton, D Barker, T Paterson, S Horton, P Alway, C Inns, G West, R Dalton, R Jones, P Atkins, B Dawes, G Dawes, I Hawkins, K Hunt, D Hawkins, J Hunt, S Hale, L James (Corsham & Chippenham Branch)
Minutes of the previous meeting and matters arising thereof:

Tony Horton e-mailed and posted the Minutes of the meeting held in June, which were accepted by the Members as being a true and accurate record of the proceedings (Proposed S Horton and 2nd by K Hunt).

Matters Arising:
None

Treasurer’s Report:
Halifax Social Fund



£3,208.18


Lloyds TSB Bank Current


£1446.38
Lloyds TSB Bank Welfare


£270.39
RAFA CHQ




£1236.54

RAFA HQ Welfare



£1730.74

Total Bank and Cash Accounts

£7892.23
Welfare Officer’s Report:
Nothing to actually report this month all quiet. Spoke to AY just before she went into hospital for her hip replacement op. She looked well.
Chairman’s Report
Just a few items this month for the branch.

We had our RAFA Marquee at the ‘‘Party in the Park’’ on 17th August, luckily the weather was kind to us and there was a very good attendance at the day’s events, I would like to thank Branch Members, Sue, who was baking for 3 weeks prior to the event, Karen, Jacky Dalton, Tom Hunter, and also ‘‘Friends’’ of the Branch – Jan’s mum Pat: and John Marabel from ‘‘Help 4 Heroes’’ and also to thank the Branch Members who came on site to assist us on the cake stall and the ‘‘Wings Badges Table’’
I would also like to thanks the Cadets from 2385 ATC Sqn who helped us put up our Marquee and Sarah’s tent for her Photograph Stall.

Last Thursday evening we held our ‘‘Skittles Evening’’ in Melksham House, we had a reasonable attendance, Thank you those members who did attend, I would liked to have seen a few more members attending and a few more cadets as I had arranged it for a non-parade evening! I would like to thank the cadets who did attend, they did an excellent job as ‘‘Stickers-uppers’’ as I am afraid most of us are a little too old to be bending down for that task!

My thanks also to those members, Sue, Karen, Sylvia, Les and Peter, who donated food for the Buffett and also to those members who brought prizes for the raffle.

Finally, just to remind members that our Annual BBQ is being held at Sue and Tony’s on Saturday 14th August, please support this event as they put a lot of effort and money into this event, unfortunately I will not be able to attend myself this year as the weekend coincides with my Sons Sports Day and Parent/Teachers meeting at his school in the Philippines, but I shall be back in time for next month’s meeting!

I will leave all the other future events for Sue to mention in her report.  

Wing’s Appeal Organizer’s Report:
Not much to report this month.
Just to keep you up to date on progress for this year’s collections:-

1. We collected at Whitehall Garden Centre for 4 days at the beginning of the month at their ‘‘Garden Days’’ and collected a total of £413:78 selling our lapel badges, a magnificent sum, and thanks to Karen, Polly, Tom, Deryck, Roger, Ken, Peter and John who joined me over the 4 days.
2. We collected £41:92 on our table at the ‘‘Party in the Park’’, not as good as last year, but it all helps and thanks to Ken and Tom for their assistance that day.

3. The Tin from the ‘‘Unicorn’’ Pub had £23:05, I replaced the tin there also.

4. We had a total of £29.57 from the home boxes returned to me to date, giving a total of £508:32 towards ‘‘Wings’’ for this year already

We have permission to attend Whitehall again next month for their ‘‘Garden Days’’ on 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th August, So if any members can spare some time to assist me on any of those days, let me know at the end of the meeting.

I have had written confirmation now from Sainsbury’s for our collection outside their store for the 2 days Friday 17th and Saturday 18th September.

Permission also from Waitrose and a verbal ok from the manager of Aldi, he said he would forward y letter to area HQ in Swindon, if I do not hear anything to the contrary from them, we will just turn up on the day!

The Manager of ‘‘Countrywide’’ said that their new premises would be opening around that time and they may have something on that day, but will let me know when their plans are finished. 

Public Relation Officer’s Report:
Just to remind you that Bath Cheese and wine is on the 4th August 8 Members attending. Sue, Tony, John, Karen, Trevor, Deryck, Angelika and Polly.
BBQ 14th August 3pm onwards, food from between 5 & 6pm. Raffle tickets £2 per strip or 3 strips for £5. Raffle prize donations accepted and tickets for the event are now on sale. Tony & I supply the meats. If anyone else could bring the Sauces, Bread rolls and Salads please let me know, got a couple of desserts being made. Please bring your own drinks for the event.
Battle of Britain Dinner menus will be passed around. If any member wishes to come lease let me know ASAP.

Thanks to all who help with cakes or on the stall at Party in the Park we raised £260

Skittles poor attendance but made £125

Secretary’s Report:  
Tony received usual bumf from HQ and passed around meeting. 
When Sue and I took the Gazebo back to Exeter and had an enjoyable time with Paul Baker and Staff at the HQ, it came to a great surprise to us that he awarded us both with a limited Battle of Britain Brooch for all the hard work that we do for our Branch to say we were both lost for words is not exaggerated. We were both very choked and honoured that he thought of us both and the Branch in that way.

RAFALO
No Report Daz on Duty
A.O.B
T P Had a letter regarding the RAFA Grand draw that occurs every year. If you receive the Airmail you are aware that you will get some Raffle tickets to sell. T P stated that members feel obliged to buy them and not sell to friends and family. If any member does not receive Air Mail then if they wish to have some Raffle Tickets they can be ordered through T P. Branch agreed that we would not go along this route. T H mentioned that he does not get the Air Mail but still receives the same Raffle Tickets.
J H stated that the Branch Web Page is nearly completed and will be fully functioning in the next 4-5 weeks. The web address if anybody wishes to look at it is www.rafamelksham.org.uk 

SH said that she has been on line and already looked at the page and thinks so far it looks brilliant.
Date of next meeting:


25th August 2010
There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 20.45 Hrs
......................................................................

Mr T Paterson


Chairman. 
