Royal Air Forces Association

Melksham  Branch (No: 0238)

Charity Number 1071143


Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 29th September 2010 at the Melksham House, Melksham. The Chairman – Trevor Paterson opened the meeting at 20.00 hours and President Peter Atkins led the dedication and silent tribute.

Apologies:

Apologies from T Hunter, C Hunter, T Yates, A Yates, D D,Cruz, J Gillespie, M Davey, M Boyd, K Ruffell, S Paterson, D Marchant, H Bridgeman, L Rendell, R Rendell, P Alway, I Hawkins, J Gay, G West, A Bayly, T Horton, S Horton and S Hale
Members attending:

T Paterson, D Barker, R Dalton, C Inns, R Hamilton, D Hawkins, H Marson, P Johnson, J Hunt, K Hunt, R Jones P Atkins and K Graham.
Minutes of the previous meeting and matters arising thereof:

Tony Horton e-mailed and posted the Minutes of the meeting held in August which were accepted by the Members as being a true and accurate record of the proceedings (Proposed K Hunt and 2nd by Bob Hamilton)
Matters Arising:
None

Treasurer’s Report:
Karen gave up-date on Accounts
Halifax Social Fund



£2,612.18


Lloyds TSB Bank Current


£3,716.49

Lloyds TSB Bank Welfare


£270.39

RAFA CHQ




£1,236.54


RAFA HQ Welfare



£1,730.74


Total Bank and Cash Accounts

£9566.34

Welfare Officer’s Report:
Received a cheque from RAFBF. Given to treasurer. 
Existing clients visited on 2 occasions and 1 new client visited by myself and Ken for appraisal.

Chairman’s Report
Nothing much to report on this month. I was very pleased with the Branch’s collection for Wings this year, thank you all for your help this past year, we had a total of £4695 an excellent result, a full breakdown will be in the ‘‘Wings Report’’
We had a very enjoyable ‘‘Battle of Britain’’ Dinner at Shaw Country Hotel last Saturday week, as usual the food and service were excellent, Daz our RAFLO attended and I presented him with a RAFA Plaque, suitably engraved on behalf of the Branch for all his efforts for us and keeping us informed of the activities at Lyneham, we should hear shortly about a new RAFALO for the Branch.

Tony, Sue, Ann and Myself attended the ‘‘Battle of Britain’’ service at St Pauls Church in Bath on the 19th, I brought our Standard as Bob was away on Holiday.

I shall be going away to the Philippines next week as it is my Son’s half-term, I will be back at the end of the Month, but I will miss the meeting, so I will take this opportunity to remind members of ‘‘Remembrance Sunday’’ on November 14th.

We parade from outside the old ‘‘British Legion’’ Building in King Street car park, assembling around 14.15Hrs and Marching off at 14.40Hrs to attend the Remembrance Service in St Michaels Church at 15.00Hrs, members who would just like to attend the service only, we have a reserved area in the Church, so, please go straight to the Church and be seated by 14.45Hrs, telling the sides man that you are with the RAFA contingent!
Wing’s Appeal Organizer’s Report:
Ladies & Gentlemen
I am pleased to report that we had an excellent collection for Wings this year, especially with the number of members available to collect on Battle of Britain Saturday, the ATC Cadets, unfortunately did not assist this year, as they had car parking duties at Castle Coombe race circuit, which is their main source of income for their welfare fund annually.
A major contribution to this year’s takings was our fundraising activities during the year, to this end I would like to thank Sue and Tony and everybody who helped in the organising and the Musical Recital in the Assembly Rooms, the Cake Stall in the ‘‘Party in the Park’’ and the ‘‘BBQ’’.
I have sent thank you letters to Whitehall Garden Centre and all the stores in Town, thanking them for allowing us to collect outside their premises during ‘‘Wings Week’’: I also sent letters to Wiltshire Times and Melksham News for publishing, thanking the public for their support to the ‘‘Wings Collections’’ this Year.

The totals collected: last years figures in Brackets

Sainsburys (2 days this Year)

£550:25
(£774.71) 

Leekes





£155:28
(£75.24)

Whitehall (3 Visits)



£1017:19
(£619.01)

Meeting Tin




£59:12

(£88.38)

Town Centre




£13859
(£111.96)
Personal House Tins



£207:25
(£138.73)
RAF Fairford (Badges)


£43:87

(£185.54)
Castle Coombe (Badges)


£0:00

(£94.64)
Party in the Park



£3019:92
(£100.00)
Melksham House



£0:00

(£13.37)

Skittles Etc




£125:00
(£49.84)

Country Wide



£94:87

(£89.82)
Halifax Bank




£4:09

(£18.78)

Pilot Pub




£0:00

(6.11)
ATC Sqdn Canteen



£29:49

(5.60)

BBQ





£770:00
(300:00)

Unicorn Pub




£23:05

(no tin)

Shaw Country Hotel



£32:76

(no tin)

Waitrose




£169:33
(New Venue)
CO-OP




£96:30

(New Venue)

Aldi





£185:74
(New Venue)

Quiz Night Bell Pub



£84:00

SW Band Recital



£612:00
Total Collections to date £4700:00, Last Year’s total was (£2671.75)

An excellent effort for a branch of our size, well done everybody!
Public Relation Officer’s Report:
Sue on Holiday, report as follows. Trevor passed out menus and letters to members attending some have said that they have already paid deposits. 
Secretary’s Report:  

Tony is away on Holiday, received usual bumf from HQ and passed around meeting. No other issues to report.
A.O.B
None

Date of next meeting:


27th October 2010
There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 20.20Hrs
......................................................................

Mr T Paterson 


Chairman.
