Royal Air Forces Association

Melksham  Branch (No: 0238)

Charity Number 1071143


Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 27th October 2010 at the Melksham House, Melksham. The Vice Chairman – Tony Horton opened the meeting at 20.00 hours and President Peter Atkins led the dedication and silent tribute.

Apologies:

Apologies from T Hunter, C Hunter, T Yates, D D,Cruz, J Gillespie, M Davey, M Boyd, K Ruffell, S Paterson, D Marchant, H Bridgeman, L Rendell, R Rendell, I Hawkins, J Gay, D Barker, K Hunt, J Hunt and T Paterson
Members attending:

T Horton, A Yates, S Hale, S Horton, P Alway, R Dalton, A Bayly, C Inns, R Jones, H Marson, P Hill, G West, D Hawkins, P Atkins, K Graham, F Travers, I Travers and L James (Corsham & Chippenham)
Minutes of the previous meeting and matters arising thereof:

Tony Horton e-mailed and posted the Minutes of the meeting held in September which were accepted by the Members as being a true and accurate record of the proceedings (Proposed R Dalton and 2nd by P Atkins)
Matters Arising:
None

Treasurer’s Report:
No Report Karen away visiting Family in Australia.
Welfare Officer’s Report:
Ken reported that he has one ongoing client and visiting a possible new client next month. Ken was looking at going on the Level 2 Welfare Officers Course, but decided not to accept due to other commitments and intense work involved for what Welfare Officers at Local Branches have to do, the course for him is not relevant.
Chairman’s Report
I am sure you all saw that the Northern Philippines was hit by a ‘‘Super-Typhoon’’ recently, luckily no one was injured in my family or in our area, a lot of damage to crops, but not too much to my rice paddies! I am planning to be back on 6th November.
I would like to remind members of ‘‘Remembrance Sunday’’ on 14th November.

We parade from outside the old ‘‘

British Legion’’ Building in King Street Car Park, assembling around 2-15 and Marching off at 2-40 to attend the Remembrance Service in St Michaels Church at 3pm. Members who would just like to attend the Service only, we have a reserved area in the Church, so, please go straight to the Church and be seated by 2-45, telling the sides man that you are with the RAFA contingent.  
Wing’s Appeal Organizer’s Report:
Not much to report this month
Just to let members know that I received a letter from Wings Appeal Department at CHQ stating that they received our cheques from our street collection (Town Collection) and our other collections over the past year, a total of £4,700, which should give us our 20% rebate of £940 for our Lloyds Bank Welfare Account.

As a start for next year’s Wings Appeal I have booked a table at Melkshams Christmas Fair, to be held I the Assembly Rooms on 27th November to sell Aircraft Lapel Badges, if anybody is available to assist me, let me know at next month’s meeting.

Public Relation Officer’s Report:
Firstly after our Battle of Britain Meal at Shaw Country Hotel, the raffle raised £27 towards our Social Fund. (We paid £27 for Daz’s Meal out of the Social Fund)
The Carnival Parade Committee held their meeting and Katherine (Chair) stated that she was surprised at the amount of work that Sue and Tony had put into the Stall for Party in the Park. It was then decided to award the Branch £100 we will put this money towards our 70th Anniversary Meal.
Christmas Meal at Shaw in December, I need to know who is coming and choices, I then need outstanding Balance by next months meeting. 

Monday 6th November the Sultan is holding a Banquet Buffett to support the Poppy Appeal.

We have asked Paul Baker Area Director to come to one of our Meetings. He has contacted me and agreed to come to our next month’s Meeting. It would be nice to see a full contingent of members.

Secretary’s Report:  

Tony received usual bumf from HQ and passed around meeting. 

Trevor applied from the Council Grant Fund and a letter was received with conformation that the Branch has received £100 will check with Trevor on his return what the Money is to be used for. Ken and I went to the Town Hall on Monday 25th October and were presented with the cheque

.
e-mail from Geoff Bridgeman regarding the RAFA Beer and Tea to be sold in all Sainsbury’s over the Country. When we checked Melksham Branch does not sell the Beer but do sell the Tea at a cost of £4.50 and the donation to RAFA is 50p. The only places where all items are sold are Oxford and Swindon.

Remembrance Parade any members wishing to attend please let me know as I need to book the seating at the Church. 5 Members acknowledged that they wish to attend and some wished to just attend the Service. I stated that I will arrange 15 places in the church for members to sit.

A.O.B
SH asked that could the Branch send regards to I Hawkins who is not very well. Des her husband stated that will have to go into Hospital all agreed for a card from the Branch to be sent.
AY asked that has anybody seen Gilbert on their travels. A few members have seen him over the last few days and he is looking well.

TH welcomed Mr and Mrs Travers to the meeting and gave them membership forms if they wished to join they are most welcome to do so.

Date of next meeting:


24th November 2010
There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 20.20Hrs
......................................................................

Mr A Horton 


Vice Chairman.
