Royal Air Forces Association
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Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 27th November2009 at the Melksham House, Melksham. The Chairman – Trevor Paterson opened the meeting at 20.00 hours and President Peter Atkins led the dedication and silent tribute.

Apologies:

Apologies from John Gillespie, Mike Davey, S Paterson, P Always, P Dauncey, K Hunt, J Hunt, D Hawkins, I Hawkins, A Bayly, P Hill, A Yates, T Hunter, D D’Cruz and Adrian Holland. 
Members attending:

T Horton, T Paterson, D Barker P Always, A Porter, S Porter, C Inns, J Gay, R Jones, S Horton, G West, R Dalton, S Hale, J Russell, P Atkins and L James (Corsham & Chippenham).
Minutes of the previous meeting and matters arising thereof:

Tony Horton e-mailed and posted the Minutes of the meeting held in October which were accepted by the Members as being a true and accurate record of the proceedings (Proposed Deryck Barker and 2nd by P Always)
Matters Arising:
£100 Donation from Melksham Council banked
Treasurer’s Report:
No Report Karen on Holiday.
Welfare Officer’s Report:
Success from Benevolent Fund for 2nd client and another grant in place for a 3rd client. Not getting much help from Area. Ken has been working very hard on the process for Grants.
Chairman’s Report
Just a few items to mention this month, I took our Standard to the Cenotaph on the 11th November for the 11am service of Remembrance as Bob was working, the British Legion Standards were also paraded. It was nice to have the service there as a more appropriate location than outside the Town Hall as I the past years, there was a good attendance from the public, including children from one of the local schools and some Branch Members, I thank those members who attended as the weather was not to pleasant!
The Branch took part in the Parade and March to St Michaels Church, I would like to thank those members who paraded with us, and we had a Pipe Band this Year, but, unfortunately, the group marching ahead of us kept getting out of step, Army Veterans I believe!

After the Church Service we held a Dedication and Wreath Laying Service at the Cenotaph before marching back through Town, and had refreshments in the Assembly Hall afterwards.

As in previous years there will not be a formal meeting in December, If anything important needs mentioning I will inform members attending our Christmas Dinner on Thursday 9th December.

For those members not attending our Christmas Dinner, may I take this opportunity in wishing you all an early Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Wing’s Appeal Organizer’s Report:
Not much to report this month.
I have a table booked for the Melksham Christmas Fair this Saturday, starting at 2pm, we can get access from 12.30 to set up, I shall just be doing the badges and wrist bands, any assistance would be appreciated!

I shall book some garden days in the Spring when Whitehall Garden Centre publish next years programme and will probably also look at Lowden Garden Centre to see if it shows that it might be worthwhile covering there as well.

Public Relation Officer’s Report:

For the Christmas Meal 26 members who are attending could you please pay the final monies tonight thank you?
We have had an invite to Corsham & Chippenham Branch Social Evening at the Corsham Club Tuesday 14th December please could you let me know if you wish to come with us as they need to know numbers for catering.

Next year do you wish to have any talks after our Meetings, if so could you please let Sue or Trevor know, we would like to if possible to arrange for three talks over the year.

I would like to thank you all for your support this year and please keep up the support to us next year.

Secretary’s Report:  

Tony received usual bumf from HQ and passed around meeting. 
No other business this month.

Rafalo’s Report
Daz away at present as he is training to become a gas fitter when he officially leaves the Force.
A.O.B
Any News on the New Diaries. I have contacted and they have sold out and not sure when next batch is due in.
Date of next meeting:


26th January 2011
There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 20.20Hrs
......................................................................

Mr T Paterson 


Chairman.
