Royal Air Forces Association

Melksham  Branch (No: 0238)

Charity Number 1071143


Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 25th August 2010 at the Melksham House, Melksham. The Chairman – Trevor Paterson opened the meeting at 20.00 hours and President Peter Atkins led the dedication and silent tribute.

Apologies:

Apologies from C Hunter, P Dauncey, T Yates, D D’Cruz, , J Gillespie, M Davey, H Marson, M Boyd, K Ruffell, S Paterson, D Marchant, H Bridgeman, L Rendell, R Rendell, P Alway, I Hawkins, D Hawkins, J Gay, G West and P Johnson.
Members attending:

T Horton, A Yates, S Hale, S Horton, A Bayly, D Barker, C Inns, R Jones, R Dalton, P Hill, T Paterson, K Graham, T Hunter,  P Atkins, K Hunt, J Hunt and L James (Corsham & Chippenham). 

Minutes of the previous meeting and matters arising thereof:

Tony Horton e-mailed and posted the Minutes of the meeting held in July, which were accepted by the Members as being a true and accurate record of the proceedings (Proposed Deryck Barker and 2nd by R Dalton).

Matters Arising:


None

Treasurer’s Report:

Halifax Social Fund



£3,208.18


Lloyds TSB Bank Current


£1,446.38

Lloyds TSB Bank Welfare


£270.39

RAFA CHQ




£1,236.54


RAFA HQ Welfare



£1,730.74


Total Bank and Cash Accounts

£7,892.23

Welfare Officer’s Report:

Visited a client to help with application for funds to the Benevolent Fund. Possible visit to new client next month.
Chairman’s Report
Nothing much to report this month as I have only returned from the Philippines this morning!
Looking at the photo’s and the reports it looked like the BBQ went off really well: On your behalf, I would like to thank Sue and Tony for organising and supplying the meat and everything else, including their house and garden for the occasion, and also their neighbours for their help, and all those people who donated food, raffle prizes and items to auction, Thank you again on behalf of the Branch and finally I would like to thank all the ‘‘Friends’’ of the Branch whose attendance at our functions is greatly appreciated. 

Wing’s Appeal Organizer’s Report:
Not much to report this month.
Just to keep you up to date on progress for this year’s collections;-

1. 
We collected at Whitehall Garden Centre for 4 days at the beginning of the Month at their ‘‘Garden Days’’ and collected a total of £463:94 selling our lapel badges, a magnificent sum, and thanks to Karen, Deryck, Pete Alway, Peter Atkins, Sue and Tony who joined me over the 4 days.

2.
We collected £28:16 from 2385 ATC Squadrons tea swindle and £4:09 from the tin that used to be at the Halifax Bank.

I have had a reply from ‘‘Countrywide Store’’ stating that we can collect outside their newly positioned store on Friday 17th September as they have activities planned for their official opening on the Saturday.

I have also obtained permission to collect at ‘‘Whitehall Garden Centre’’ on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of ‘‘Battle of Britain Week’’ 13th – 15th September.

I have had permission to collect outside the Aldi Store on the Saturday.

Hopefully, now with our increased membership we will be able to have a good turnout from the Branch for Wings Week 13th – 19th of next month. I would like some assistance at Whitehall for the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and the Friday at Countrywide. I have a list of Venues if people could fill in their availability on these days! Hopefully, this year we will surpass last year’s total of £2672.00.
Would all members please bring their Home Collection Boxes to the next meeting?
Public Relation Officer’s Report:
BBQ weather poor but still over 40 people turned out. The Carnival Queens and Bikini Babes turned up to assist with the fundraising to a total of £770.

Battle of Britain Dinner at the Shaw Country hotel 18th September 2010. I need to know if members are able to attend as we have provisionally book the room that holds up to 50 people. So far only 12 people have confirmed that they will be attending> please let me know ASAP if you wish to attend as I need to contact the Hotel with total numbers and Meal Choices.

Bath Branch Cheese and Wine attended by more members of our Branch than Members of their own.

Sue, Tony, Sylvia and Les attended Lyneham’s Family day to assist with the RAFA stand.

28th August H4H Disco at Spencer’s Sports and Social Club all welcome.

1st November Poppies appeal at the Sultan. Another Banquet Night £15pp see Sue if you wish to purchase Tickets.  

Secretary’s Report:  

No Monthly info from Area. Letter from Bath branch for the Battle of Britain Service on the 19th September. Please let Trevor know if you wish to attend.
A.O.B
TH. As we are losing Daz our RAFALO due to him leaving the RAF. It had been mentioned that Flo would become our new RAFALO but due to her being re-deployed she will not be joining us. I have spoken to Spud Deputy at Lyneham for RAFALO’s and he has assured me that due to our Branch being very pro-active we will be getting a New RAFALO  ASAP.
Date of next meeting:


29th September 2010
There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 20.30 Hrs
......................................................................

Mr T Paterson

Chairman. 
